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on Wednesday morning she sent for him. By this time
she had regained her calmness and self-possession. She told
him that she was very sorry for what had occurred, and for
having to part with her Ministers, particularly Lord Mel-
bourne, for whom she felt the warmest regard, and who had
acted an almost parental part towards her. The Duke was
excessively pleased with her behaviour and with her frank-
ness. He told her that his age and his deafness incapa-
citated him from serving her as efficiently as he could desire,
and that the leader of the House of Commons ought to be
her Prime Minister, and he advised her to send for Peel.
She said, 'Will you desire him to come to me?' He told
her that he would do anything; but, he thought, under the,
circumstances, it would be better that she should write to him
herself. She said she would, but begged him to go and
announce to Peel that he might expect her letter. This the
Duke did, and when Peel received it, he went to the Palace
(in full dress according to etiquette), and received her com-
mands to form a Government. She received him (though
she dislikes him) extremely well, and he was perfectly
satisfied.
While the Tories were rejoicing in their victory, the
Whigs, greatly exasperated, were already beginning to medi-
tate the organisation of a strong Opposition, and providing
the means of carrying on an effectual war against the new
Government. They do not choose to look upon their expul-
sion as attributable to the defection of their allies, but as
the work of the Tories upon a mere party question, and that
a very unjustifiable one, and treated in a very unjustifiable
manner. I met Bllice and Labouchere in the street, and
found them full of menace and sinister prediction, and to
my assertion that all would go well and easily, they shook
their heads, and insisted that the conduct of their opponents
entitled them to no forbearance, and that finding none, their
difficulties and embarrassments would be very great; and I
found in other quarters that there is a disposition to rally
and marshal the party, and commence offensive warfare 5 but
others of the Whigs entertained no such views, and looked